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Making Tracks: C.L. Best and the Caterpillar Tractor Co.

By Ed & Sue Claessen

Say Henry Ford and people will think automobile but if you say C.L. Best how many people
would think tractor? And not just any tractor, but a tractor that would lead the way for a small
California company to expand into a global presence.

C.L. Best went from designing equipment powered by horses to imagining equipment powered
by the sun. His improvements to the track-type tractor concept allowed the Caterpillar Tractor
Co. to become the world’s road builder and so much more.

Making Tracks follows Best from working for his father through starting and operating his own
company to being chairman of the board for the Caterpillar Tractor Co. for twenty-six years. The
story has it all: from fistfights in the boardroom to lawsuits and hostile takeovers; from California to Cuba, Russia and beyond
and from designing and building tractors to raising cattle and mining gold. The life of C.L. Best was varied and intriguing.

To complete the profile of the man as well as the entrepreneur, the authors interviewed Best’s only son and were granted
access to family photos and records. What emerges is a complete picture Clarence Leo Best and why he was driven to live
up to his name-Best.

Hardcover, 255 x 255mm, 190 pages, illustrated  #10777 $89.95

C.L. BEST AND THE
CATERPILLAR TRACTOR Co.

Making Tracks
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CLASSIC VINTAGE CRAWLERS & DOZERS
| s By Roger V. Amato and Donald J. Heimburger
EHAWLERS This fine book includes Allis-Chalmers and Case, as well as Caterpillar from the 1920s,
1930s and 1940s, takes a long and colorful look at the development of the crawler tractor
and bulldozer. The crawler photographs and text are arranged chronologically so the
reader can follow development of the machines through the years. Throughout the research
period for this book, hundreds of photographs were taken at shows, and numerous
illustrations were gathered from libraries, machinery manufacturing companies and from
private collections, and this volume includes nearly 400 of them.
This hardcover book has 188 pages, and a complete index, appendix listings of model /
AR years built. You won't find another heavy equipment book like it!
Chapters on: Allis-Chalmers, J.I. Case Company & Case Corp, Caterpillar
Over 400 mainly colour photos, most photos exclusive to this superb book !
Hardcover, 290 x 260mm, 188 pages, 400+ photos, mainly colour #10551 $116.00

THE CATERPILLAR CENTURY by Eric Orleman
Caterpillar technology through the decades, right up to the giants of today. All-new photos,
(oW NN IRW.N 8 archival images, & information on the latest in state-of-the-art equipment design. One of the
(@I 2 U D)L S LARGEST books around. NOW in SOFTCOVER!

el 310 x 270mm, 384 pages, 200 colour and 100 b&w photos #10087 $59.95

Caterplllar CATERPILLAR BULLDOZER-PROSPEKTE
ulldozefprosp=kie | by Heinz-Herbert Cohrs

This book is compiled from the original sales & technical specifications, performance detail
brochures & booklets. Covers the ‘D’ series of dozers, through to the first ‘high track’ machines
Although the main text is in German, most of the adverts & specifications are in English. The
reproduction is superb, includes technical diagrams, blade & ripper attachments. Another very desir-
able book.

H/back, 290 x 210mm, 144 pages, 260+ photos & drawings, mainly colour German Text

#10510 $89.95

More CATERPILLAR tractor books listed under
FARM TRACTORS & CRAWLERS

We stock a large range of
CATERPILLAR Repair & Operator’s Manuals

Caterpillar D2
Caterpillar D4 7U
Caterpillar D4C
Caterpillar D4D

And many others - go to full tractor manuals listings on this website
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CAT & ZEPPELIN by Heinz-Herbert Cohrs

Zeppelin is the German equivalent of ‘Goughs’ - this book looks at the Caterpillar
machinery handled by this large European distributor over the years.

Superb photos of the machinery, old & new, pre-war to modern day.

The text is in German, the photos make up more than 75% of the content.
H/back, 280 x 210mm, 200 pages, 405 photos, mainly colour

NOTE: German Text #10511 $79.95

CATERPILLAR EARTHMOVERS AT WORK A Photo Gallery by Bill Robertson
Features Caterpillars in action moving massive amounts of rock, dirt, trees & anything else in their
path. See these machines used in forestry & logging, road construction, railway construction, and
hydro-electric power projects, mining & much more. For the ‘Cat’ fans!
S/Back, 280 x 220mm, 160 pages, 305 b&w photos #10068 $79.95 CATERPILLAR

mining, & more. Over 500 factory photos covering Cats from 1904 to 1963.
S/Back 260 x 215mm, 288 pages, 500+ b&w photos, #10074 $79.95

CATERPILLAR D-8 1933-1974 Photo Archive by Bob LaVoie

A magnificent collection of rare black & white photos from public & private

archives promote the unique characteristics of these popular tractors. Informative captions provide
histories of featured models. Included are the 1H, 8R, 2U, 14A & others, as well as WWII vintage
photographs.
S/Back, 260 x 215mm 128 pages, 115 b&w illustrations. #10069 $69.95 EXTENDING

TRACK SERVICE LIFE

e

EXTENDING TRACK SERVICE LIFE

TRACK - TYPE TRACTORS, TRAXCAVATORS, PIPELAYERS
This useful booklet is devoted to assisting owners, operators & maintenance
personnel in achieving successful operations through productive maintenance of :
the track & undercarriage components

S/Back, 300 x 210mm, 36 pages #11020 $18.95

THE EARTHMOVER ENCYCLOPEDIA

Complete Guide to Heavy Equipment of the World

Keith Haddock This copiously illustrated encyclopedia catalogs nearly every piece of heavy equip-
ment ever made, by model and manufacturer, from the largest dozers and diggers to smaller utility
tractors and loaders. The Earthmover Encyclopedia remains the most comprehensive, exhaustive
book on the worlds most hard-working vehicles and machines.

S/Back, 280 x 220mm, 320 pages, 900+ b&w photographs #10078 $79.95

WALKING WITH GIANTS

By Steven Vale

Phosphates and gold in Finland, copper in Sweden, limestone in Holland, coal in Wales and Spain ...
throughout Europe the raw materials for industry, construction and power are being excavated every
day.

Steven Vale looks at fourteen European countries to show the diversity of surface mining

machinery and techniques. He describes the regions in which the mining is set, provides

information about the industries they serve and portrays some of the characters involved.

Steven’s fine photographs and detailed text then show the excavators, dozers, wheeled loaders and
dump trucks, many of which are the largest in their classes. Some of these are veterans, others are
the most modern available.

He reveals why the mine managers selected particular brands, how they feel about their

selection & whether they are likely to continue with the same choices in future. He also describes
how the mines are facing up to the environmental challenges which increasingly affect them.Massive
machines, with famous names — Liebherr, Caterpillar, Komatsu, Hitachi, O&K, Terex, LeTourneau,
Demag, Bucyrus — will give enthusiasts plenty to savour in this first book to look comprehensively at
European surface mining activity.

H/Back, 320 pages, 400 photos #10796 NZ$99.00
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